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MAJORITY RULES EXHIBITION 

389. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 
I was pleased to recently attend the opening of Majority Rules, an exhibition about Australia’s political history. 
Can the minister please provide the house with some information about this exhibition?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
The member for Moore was present at the opening of this significant exhibition, as was the member for 
West Swan and, if I recall correctly, a few other members of Parliament. It is certainly timely given that a 
national election is underway. As mentioned, the exhibition is Majority Rules. It provides members of the 
community with a range of information about the political process in Western Australia and Australia, and 
highlights various elements of election campaigns including the campaigning culture, political cartoons and 
information about compulsory voting. There are very significant events in Australia’s history, of course, in the 
development of democracy and the Australian political landscape and Constitution. One very significant event of 
course, which is reflected in this exhibition, was the referendum in 1967 in which Australian voters were asked 
whether Aboriginal people should be included in the census and whether to authorise the federal Parliament to 
pass legislation specific to Aboriginal people. I think it is well known that the yes vote was outstandingly high in 
that referendum, with 90.77 per cent of Australians voting in favour of the change. I understand that the State 
Library of Western Australia holds the oldest collection of election-related material in the country, with items 
dating back to 1880.  
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Including John Day?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: None of us go back quite that far, member for Victoria Park. Member for Victoria Park and 
other members of Parliament, there is the opportunity to contribute election material. The State Library is in fact 
interested in collecting additional election material from — 
Several members interjected.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Some members of Parliament may claim some posterity and record in history only by actually 
contributing some of their election material to the State Library in this way. If members have interesting 
material, whether posters, how-to-vote cards, flyers, stickers, mail-outs or other material, the State Library is 
interested in collecting more. There is obviously a limit to how much it can maintain in its collection but I think 
it is better for the library to have access to a wide range of material to be able to make decisions about what is 
important to preserve for posterity. This exhibition, amongst other things, demonstrates the importance of the 
State Library and also the State Records Office in preserving cultural material in Western Australia.  
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